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The symbol on the cover advertises 
the Presbyterian Mission to the Nation, 
1961, “a new commitment to make the 
Gospel known in a new century”. 


Cutting across the foreground is the 
cross that speaks of Christ Who is 
the Good News. The cross’s form, 
swordlike, reminds the Church that 
she is militant, serving the Gospel in 
this present age. 

Behind the cross, the descending 
dove is the unmistakable symbol of the 
Holy Spirit, descended upon the 
Church, empowering her to proclaim 
that Gospel. 

In the background, orbiting elec- 
trons remind that this is the world of 
God’s creation, and that in the midst 
of our new understandings of the 
world of nature, the cross of Christ, 
in the power of the Spirit, is the goal 
of our history and the only hope of 
the world. 

The use of the word “mission” in 
the fine sense represented by the 
Evangelism emphasis planned for our 
Centennial celebration reminds us that 
in many quarters the slogan “The 
Church Is Mission” has more radical 
overtones. For a clear analysis of 
these, we refer you to the significant 
lead article in this issue by Associate 
Editor Dr. Bell, beginning on p. 5. 





Like most other people today, we 
are not easily moved by statistics. But 
this week we were shocked by reports 
we saw of the effects of immorality 
in our so-called Christian culture. Last 
year, we were told, 200,000 unwed 
mothers were reported. An equal num- 
ber, or more, of abortions were per- 
formed. An estimated 80% of the 
girls married were not virgins at the 
time of their weddings. And in Ger- 
many, some 1,500 illegitimate off- 
spring of German mothers and Ameri- 
ean Negro servicemen are leaving 
school this year at the age of 14 with 
special problems that church groups 
have joined to help meet ... mind 
you, 1,500 in one age group... of 
mixed racial parentage! May God 
have mercy on US! 





In passing, we call your attention to 
the fact that the Journal is 18 years 
old with this issue! 
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JAPAN — Pictured below is a gath- 
ering of the newly formed Japan Prot- 
estant Bible Faith League. This or- 
ganization is the outgrowth and con- 
tinuation of last year’s Japan Protest- 
ant Centennial Committee, represent- 
ing about half of Japan’s Christian 
work. There were 35 charter mem- 
bers present for the organizational 

seeting. Of these 35, twenty six are 
Japanese ministers representing 13 
denominations. And there are nine 
missionaries representing seven mis- 
sions. 


We believe this to be a truly historic 
event. Dr. McIlwaine and I represent- 
ed our mission, while the Reformed 
Church with which we work was rep- 
resented by four men. 


The purpose of the organization is 
stated as: “. . . to foster the mutual 
Scriptural fellowship of all Christians 
and Christian organizations who hold 
to the aforesaid doctrinal basis (belief 
in the Bible as the infallible Word 
of God), and to carry out various ac- 
tivities and undertakings necessary in 
order to testify to the true Protestant 
Biblical faith during the second cen- 
tury of missions’. 
—Rev. 






Harold Borchert 
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100th Assembly Convenes April 28 





New English Bible 
Announced 

NEW YORK — A fresh translation 
of the Bible, to be entitled “THE 
NEW ENGLISH BIBLE” is now be- 
ing prepared under the sponsorship of 
11 denominations and religious bodies 
in England. The New Testament, the 
first part to be completed, will be 
published in the spring of 1961, simul- 
taneously throughout the world, with 
Cambridge University Press and Ox- 
ford University Press as the joint pub- 
lishers. 


Meeting on March 23 in the Jeru- 
salem Chamber of Westminster Abbey, 
the joint Committee of the Churches, 
which is directing the new translation, 
formally accepted the translation of 
the New Testament, prepared by out- 
standing scholars of the different de- 
nominations and from a number of 
British universities. 


Work on translating the Old Testa- 
ment is underway but it will be sev- 
eral years before it is published. 


The Joint Committee consists of 
representatives of the Church of Eng- 
land, the Church of Scotland, the Pres- 
byterian Church of England, the 
Churches of Wales, the Churches in 
Ireland, the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, the National Bible Society of 
Scotland, and others. 
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Preceded By Two-Day 
Evangelism Conference 


Paced by a two-day conference em- 
phasizing the Presbyterian Mission to 
the Nation in Evangelism, the 100th 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States brings 
some 524 minister and elder Commis- 
sioners to the Riverside Presbyterian 
Church, Jacksonville, Fla., April 28 - 
May 2. 


Important matters before this meet- 
ing of the Assembly include the pro- 
gram of World Missions, with over- 
tures thereon from three Texas Pres- 
byteries; possible union negotiations 
with the UPUSA (Northern) Presby- 
terian Church, with overtures thereon 
from two Texas Presbyteries; a new 
Book of Church Order and Rules of 
Discipline, long in preparation and 
ready for approval; plans for Centen- 
nial observances throughout 1961; and 
a host of other, perhaps equally, im- 
portant matters. 


Under the direction of the Depart- 
ment of Evangelism of the Board of 
Church Extension, the pre-Assembly 
Conference on Evangelism will feature 
addresses by Dr. David A. MacLennan 
of the Brick Church, Rochester, N. Y., 
Dr. James I. McCord of Princeton 
Theological Seminary and Dr. John 
F. Anderson, of the First Church, Or- 
lando, Fla. Seminars on various as- 
pects of Evangelism, with special ref- 
erence to the Mission of the Church 
will be held in three sessions. 


The entire Pre-Assembly Confer- 
ence will take place in the South 
Jacksonville Church. 


Thursday: Election of Moderator 


After convening and hearing the 
sermon of the retiring Moderator, Dr. 
Ernest Trice Thompson, business on 
opening night, April 28, will consist 
largely of the election of a new Mod- 
erator and the assignment of com- 
munications, overtures and reports to 
the proper committees. 
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Speculation about the new Modera- 
tor begins with the first publishing 
of the lists of Commissioners as these 
come from the Presbyteries. Reliable 
reports this year indicate that the 
friends of Dr. H. E. Russell, pastor of 
the Second Church, Memphis, Tenn., 
and brother of Senator Richard Rus- 
sell of Georgia, will offer his name 
for the highest honor in the gift of 
the Church. 


Dr. “Jeb”? Russell, as he is affec- 
tionately known, is pastor of the larg- 
est church in the Synod of Tennessee. 
He recently came to that pulpit from 
the pastorate of the largest church in 
the Synod of Alabama, the Trinity 
church of Montgomery. A former 
Moderator of the Synod of Alabama, 
Dr. Russell has served as a member 
of the Board of World Missions and 
the Board of Managers of Church 
World Service, among other important 
posts. 


It is also reliably reported that the 
names of Dr. Marion A. Boggs, pas- 
tor of the Second Church, Little Rock, 
Ark., and Dr. Matthew Lynn, pastor 
of the First Church, Midland, Texas, 
will be laid before the Assembly for 
the office of Moderator. At this writ- 
ing it is not known if there are others. 





Scriptures Now 
Published In 
1,151 Tongues 


NEW YORK — (RNS) — Portions 
of the Scriptures have been published 
in a total of 1,151 languages and dia- 
lects as of 1959, an increase of 15 
over the previous year, the American 
Bible society has announced. 


Complete Bibles are available in 219 
languages, entire New Testaments in 
271 others and at least one book of 
the Bible in an additional 661 tongues. 


During 1959, the society published 
the New Testament for the first time 
in Beti, a language spoken in Came- 
roun, Equatorial Africa, and in To- 
tonac, a Mexican Indian dialect. It 
also produced the Gospel of Mark for 
the first time in Bilaan, a language of 
the Philippines, and in five Mexican 
Indian dialects: Guerrero Mixteco, 
Tenango Otomi, Sierra Otomi, Tojo- 
labal and Bachajon Tzeltal. 


In addition, the society published 
the Gospel of Mark in Piawan, a lan- 
guage spoken in Taiwan, in coopera- 
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tion with the British & Foreign Bible 
Society and the National Bible So- 
ciety of Scotland. 


It is estimated that there are still 
about 1,000 tongues in which no part 
of the Bible has yet been published. 
Since 1900, the Scriptures have been 
translated into more than 500 new 
languages. 





Rep. Jackson Queries 
Constituents On NCC 


WASHINGTON, D. C. — (RNS) — 
Rep. Donald L. Jackson (R.-Cal.), 
ranking minority member of the House 
Un-American Activities Committee 
and frequent critic of the National 
Council of Churches, announced he 
was sending questionnaires to more 
than 10,000 constituents asking wheth- 
er they favor stands on public issues 
which he alleges have been taken by 
the Council in their name. 


Mr. Jackson said he was questioning 
voters on four specific issues: Do they 
favor diplomatic recognition of Red 
China? Do they oppose the Bricker 
amendment limiting the treaty-making 


power of the President? Do they favor 
the work of the United Nations Edu- 
cational, Scientific and Cultural Or- 
ganization (UNESCO)? Do they want 
federal aid for education? 


The Congressman prefaced his ques- 
tionnaire with an inquiry as to wheth- 
er the constituent and his family are 
members of a Protestant church af- 
filiated with the National Council. If 
so, he asked, “Was any effort ever 
made to determine your position rela- 
tive to the question of admitting Red 
China to the United Nations?” 


“The National Council of Churches,” 
Mr. Jackson declared, “put you on 
record as opposing the Bricker amend- 
ment. Was any effort ever made to 
determine the feelings of the mem- 
bership of your church in this contro- 
versial issue?” 


Mr. Jackson also asked: “You are 
on record as favoring UNESCO; do 
you?” 


Mr. Jackson said that for his own 
information and for “the purpose of 
a further discussion of this matter on 
the floor of the House” he would ap- 
preciate a reply from the voters of 
California’s 16th District. 





THE READERS ASK 


(Address your questions to "The Readers Ask,” c/o the JOURNAL) 


Q. Please explain what James 
means when he asks, “Does faith 
save?” and then seemingly answers 


“No!” when he says, “The devils also 
believe” (Jas. 2:19). 


A. The Letter of James was writ- 
ten to clarify confusion which even 
then existed over the meaning of the 
word “faith”. The “belief” of which 
James speaks is not the saving “‘be- 
lieve” spoken of in John 1:12 and 
Acts 16:31. Saving faith is an active 
thing, not a passive thing. This is 
what James is exercised to point out. 
When a person wishes actively to prac- 
tice any Christian grace, such as 
thanksgiving, how can he do it ex- 
cept by translating his feelings into 
action? Thus our thankfulness is re- 
flected in the offering plate on Sun- 
day morning and our faith is trans- 
lated into concrete terms. 


One of the best illustrations, in 
Seripture, of the difference between 
faith and belief is found in the ship- 
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wreck experience of Paul as it is re- 
lated to us in Acts. At one point in 
the story Paul declares to his ship- 
board companions, “I believe God...” 
(Acts 27:25). The reference is to a 
particular promise God had made. Paul 
did not say, “I believe in God .. .” 
That was taken for granted. But he 
was expressing his willingness to fol- 
low a course of action based on his 
belief in God. Jonah believed in God 
even as he fled from His presence. 
He later acquired a different attitude 
from the one he started with. 


James is telling the Church, for all 
time, that even a devil can believe in 
God, but it takes more than that, it 
takes believing God as Paul did to ex- 
perience salvation. The modern radi- 
eal religionist, whose creed consists 
mostly in belief in God plus good 
works is no better than the devils as 
to belief, and without saving faith 
his good works seldom go beyond lip- 
service anyhow. 
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Further light on an emerging philosophy in Protestantism 


HAVE THE CHURCH’S 
MISSION AND MESSAGE 


We have before us two Bible studies 
prepared by a “Special Study Group” 
of the University of Texas Westmin- 
ster Fellowship in Austin, Tex. One 
of these studies is on John 3:16-20, the 
other on Philippians 2:5-11. 


These have been issued by the De- 
partment ‘of Campus Christian Life, 
Board of Christian Education, Rich- 
mond, Virginia. 


At the very first, let us say that, if 
this is a new and effective way by 
which the Christian faith and its mis- 
sion to the world can be expressed 
and implemented, it should neither be 
criticized nor curtailed. If such is 
the case, God will bless it and give 
evidence of His blessing. 


Nevertheless, the Christian faith has 
been kept consistent with God’s re- 
vealed truth when down through the 


centuries new concepts, as well as 
deviations and perversions of truth 
have been placed under the close 


scrutiny of the Word of God. Teach- 
ing and preaching have both profited 
and been kept pure when men, like the 
Berean Christians, have “searched the 
Scriptures daily, whether these things 
were so.” 


No honest presentation of the Gos- 
pel need fear such scrutiny, for 
through the Holy Spirit’s presence and 
help truth will always coincide with 
truth. 


Church history is replete with the 
stories of men who have brought to 
light new and deeper meanings to 
the divine revelation. Truths often ne- 
glected have assumed their proper 
place in the panorama of God’s revela- 
tion as men such as Luther, Calvin 
and others have stressed some vital 
doctrine. 


At the same time the Church has 
suffered in every generation from 
cultists who have perverted, distorted 
or misinterpreted the truth of God 
and in so doing have led many astray. 
Such cults almost always originate 
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within the visible Church and in every 
case they involve the substitution of 
human ideas for divine truth. 


EVALUATING NEW MOVEMENTS 


There are several elements in prop- 
erly evaluating any new movement: 
Does it in any way belittle the Person 
or Work of Christ? Does it deny or 
rationalize clear affirmations of the 
Scriptures? Does it set up standards 
of reference based largely on human 
opinion? Is the end result the trans- 
formation of sinners into saints 
through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ? 


While the paper in hand is char- 
acterized by zeal, dedication and en- 
thusiasm, the immaturity exhibited in 
its pages would warrant its being ig- 
nored but for the fact that it has 
been accepted by the Department of 
Christian Campus Life of our Board 
of Education, mimeographed by that 
department and circulated to all West- 
minster Fellowships without comment. 
Furthermore, scattered throughout 
there are concepts and expressions 
which obviously did not have their 
origin with these young people. 


Because such material has now been 
put in the hands of our young people 
in Westminster Fellowships, it deserves 
careful study. 


The particular question covered by 
the study is: “Is Mission the purpose 
of the Church or a task of the 
Church?” 


Taking up John 3:16-21 this paper 
says: 


“This passage speaks of God’s 
Mission in sending the Son. The 
Mission is always God’s, and in a 
sense it is wrong to speak of the 
mission of the Church. The Church 
has no mission in and of Herself. 
She is called to participate in God’s 
Mission. Jesus Christ was the first 
We 
are called only to participate in His 
Mission. Our task is to discover 


apostle, the first missionary. 


CHANGEDr 


DR. L. NELSON BELL 


what His Mission is. This means 
that in our SCM’s we are not free 
to plan programs and activities on 
the basis of what we like and what 
will please others and attract the 
greatest number of people. That 
would mean that we thought the 
Mission was ours. The Mission is 
God’s.” (bold face mine). 


“Jesus Christ was the first apostle, 
the first missionary. We are called 
only to participate in His Mission. Our 
task is to discover what His Mission 
is.” Why not state the basic truth 
that Jesus Christ is the eternal Son 
of God and that His mission was to 
save all who will believe in Him? 
John 3:16 leaves no question as to the 
nature of His mission: “should not 
perish” is just about as clear as words 
ean be. It is at this point, and its 
evasion, that grave error is creeping 
into the Church today. The salvation 
of sinners was our Lord’s primary mis- 
sion and the central reason for the 
Cross. 


Furthermore we would take strong 
exception to the statement, “She (the 
Church) is called to participate in 
God’s Mission.” The Church is only 
a witness to that which God has done 
in Christ Jesus, not a_ participant. 
Man’s salvation depends not on an act 
of the Church but on the blood-bought 
redemption by Christ on Calvary. 


To equate the Head (Christ) with 
the Body (the Church) is Romanism. 
And to say, as has been said else- 
where that when the Church speaks 
God has spoken, is to arrogate to the 
Church prerogatives which are not 
hers. 


DO WE SHARE CHRIST 
OR DOES THE WORLD 
ALREADY HAVE HIM? 


We read further in this paper: 
pap 
“This view of mission also means 


that we must reject the idea that 
we are to take Christ out into the 
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world, that there are many who do 
not have Jesus and our task is to 
share Him. This is a capitalistic in- 
terpretation of Jesus, i.e., we who 
have Him must go and share Him 
out of a sense of benevolence.” 


This is a very immature statement 
to say the least. What about the Great 
Commission? What about the impera- 
tive to go out and preach Christ to a 
lost world? What about the impelling 
drive and work of the early Apostles? 
What about the history of Christian 
Missions? 


Frankly, the phrase “capitalistic in- 
terpretation” carries overtones (and 
undertones) which sound ominous to 
us. We would certainly like to know 
how this phrase crept into a discus- 
sion of the Mission of the Church. 


Furthermore, what greater motive 
than love (“benevolence’’) for others 
can lead us out to tell of the wonder- 
ful thing Christ has done for them— 
as well as for ourselves? 


Later in this paper we read: 


“The fact that God loves the 
world also means that we are not 
allowed to preach sin and then love. 
To do this would be to treat men 
as though the Incarnation had never 
happened. The human situation has 
been radically alerted by the com- 
ing of Christ whether men realize 
it or not. We are not allowed to 
tell men that they must ‘get right 
with God’ before He will forgive 
them. We must tell them that God 
has already forgiven the 
world in Jesus Christ.” 


whole 


This is a deadly perversion of truth. 
Our Lord denounced sin and the sin- 
ner, while He expressed His yearning 
love for their salvation. The Early 
Church was founded by men who 
preached sin and God’s redeeming love 
for sinners. The statement: “God 
has already forgiven the whole world 
in Jesus Christ” is rank Universalism. 
The lost sinner has offered to him 
eternal life through the atoning work 
of Christ. The offer is universal — 
“whosoever” — but it becomes effec- 
tive only as the pardon is accepted. 
Otherwise, why did Peter at Pentecost 
say “Repent”? Why did he a few 
days later say: “‘Repent ye therefore, 
and be converted, that your sins may 
be blotted out’? Why did he say to 
Simon the sorcerer, “Repent therefore 
of this thy wickedness”? Why did 
Paul say to the Athenians: “God... 
now commandeth all men everywhere 
to repent”? Why does the Apostle 
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Paul again and again stress sin and 
the need for repentance and conver- 
sion? 


No surer way to fill the churches of 
America with unregenerate sinners ex- 
ists than to preach a philosophy such 
as the one in this study paper. 


God help the Christian Church when 
she is “not allowed to preach sin and 
then love’! The very heart of a con- 
version experience, whether it be 
quiet and unrecognized over the years, 
or a sudden blinding conviction of our 
sinfulness before God, is the ultimate 
realization of our sin as an offense 
to and cause of our separation from 
God, and the love of God which has 
taken away that sin through faith in 
the work of His Son. 


Further on we read: 


“Mission sending; not 
gathering in, because it begins with 
God of whom it is said ‘He sent.’ Mis- 
sion is not bringing the pagans in- 
to the Church. It is the movement 
of the people of God out into the 
world. A Church that is not mis- 
sionary in this sense is really say- 
ing to the world ‘we are not really 
concerned with you. We do not love 
you. We are interested in you 
only as you add to our member- 
ship.’ ”’ 


To say the least, this is confusing 
cause and effect, for one phase of the 
Mission of the Church is the bringing 
of pagans into the Church — Ameri- 
can pagans, as well as those across 
the sea. Does that statement mean to 
imply that pagans are in the Church 
before they hear of and receive the 
Lord Jesus Christ? 


NO DISTINCTION BETWEEN 
CHRISTIAN AND 
NON-CHRISTIAN? 


Again we read: 


“Knowing good and evil, fallen 
man is by very nature a judge. Our 
text tells us that Jesus Christ came 
not to judge the world but to save 
it. That is to say, the new man, 
Christ, reconciles the disunion of the 
old man, Adam, by transcending the 
knowledge of good and evil. Jesus 
demands that the knowledge of good 
and evil be overcome. “Judge not, 
that ye be judged” (Matt. 7:1). 
And yet verse 18 says that Jesus 
did judge man. Jesus Christ’s judg- 
ment consists in His having come 
not to judge but to save. Real 
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judgment consists in serving man 
and loving the world in spite of its 
rejections. Does this not mean that 
we are forbidden to make distinc- 
tions between the Christian and non- 
Christian, between the Church and 
the world?” 


If Christian intelligence is not per- 
mitted to recognize the distinction be- 
tween the Christian and the non-Chris- 
tian, between the Church and the 
world, certainly the world itself will 
never discover the difference. 


THE SECOND STUDY 


In the study of Philippians 2:5-11 
there is much that is good and some 
not so good. Full credit should be 
given wherever the appeal is to self- 
emptying and obedience. But full 
care must also be exercised that we 
do not equate ourselves, our abilities 
or our calling with the Person and 
Work of the Lamb of God Who taketh 
away the sins of the world. 


We quote one paragraph to illus- 
trate the tortured reasoning in some 
of the paper: 


“We are face to face here with 
the task of the Church, Mission. In 
her life the Church participates in 
the humiliation of her Christ; she 
also participates in His victory. But 
there is a certain ‘hiddenness’ to 
all of this. The world does not have 
to acknowledge that it is His humili- 
ation and His victory in which we 
participate. The Mission of the 
Church is to participate in His hu- 
miliation and His victory in such a 
way that the world is forced to de- 
cide whether or not it is His humilia- 
tion and His victory in which we 
participate.” 


We leave it to our readers to de- 
cipher this! 


In the concluding word we find this 
statement: 


“The word ‘purpose’ seems to im- 
ply that a direction of motion or a 
The terms must be 
rejected as descriptive of the Mis- 
sion of the Church, for we do not 
know the direction—the goal.” 


This is 


goal is known. 


merely Existentialism. It 
reflects an unwillingness to accept 
God’s clear teaching, while at the 
same time projecting thinking into the 
realm of uncertainty, frustration, 
questioning and hoped for self-deter- 
mination. This conclusion is rem- 


(Cont. on p. 15, col. 1) 
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To be a Christian 


Ilaking fl Success of The Christian life 


In this closing devotional message 
I want to emphasize a few basic, prac- 
tical things in successful Christian liv- 
ing. What I expect to say I have al- 
ready said in other contexts, but here 
I want to draw the threads of interest 
together, so to speak, in order to enu- 
merate the few but essential things 
in Christian experience and Christian 
living. 


Upon what grounds can I expect 
to make a success of Christian living? 
By “success” I have reference to a 
faith that is strong and satisfying, a 
growing disposition to do the will of 
God, a deeply seated sense of assur- 
ance, a feeling of good will towards 
all men and an earnest desire to see 
others who do not know Christ come 
to a saving knowledge of Him. Suc- 
cessful Christian living includes bear- 
ing fruit as a Christian: the fruits of 
the Spirit, as Paul enumerates them 
(Gal. 5:22) as well as fruitfulness in 
the sense of “increase” in the King- 
dom of God. 


BELIEVING IN GOD 


In order to make a success of the 
Christian life it is necessary to start 
aright. And the starting point, for a 
Christian, is belief in God. There’s 
really no other way to start than by 
believing that God is and that He is a 
rewarder of them that diligently seek 
Him. 


Now “believing in God” as the 
Christian understands it is a rather 
complicated business. You have by 
no means satisfied the requirements 
of the case when you say “I believe 
in a supernatural Power’. For Faith 
includes not only Who God is, but 
What He is and How He can be ap- 
proached. When you say, in a Chris- 
tian sense, “I believe in God,’ you 
mean “, . . the Father Almighty, mak- 
er of Heaven and earth’. 


But you also mean “. . . Jesus Christ, 
His only Son our Lord, Who was con- 
ceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the 
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Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried; 
He descended into Hell; the third day 
He rose again; and ascended into 
heaven .. .” etc. All these articles 
are inseparably interwoven in the 
Christian concept of God, for they are 
inseparably attached to every trust- 
worthy bit of information that we have 
about God in Whom we say we believe. 


That is not all. When I say, “I be- 
lieve in God”, as a Christian I also 
necessarily say, “I believe in the Holy 
Spirit”, for the Holy Spirit is God 
towards me, so to speak. He is my 
point of contact with God, my exper- 
ience of God, my Power from God, 
my connection with God. If I per- 
sonally know God at all, it is the Holy 
Spirit that I know. 


Believing in God also has reference 
to the particular relationship existing 
between a person and God as well as 
to the Person of God. When I con- 
fess my faith I am declaring that I 
am actually trusting Him for my salva- 
tion and for blessing. It means that 
I am trusting His promises, that I am 
counting on the death of Jesus Christ 
in my stead for my forgiveness and 
for my right to stand before God 
without anything against me. 


PRACTICAL CONSIDERATIONS 


Included in the life of faith there 
are certain practical activities or ex- 
ercises which are necessary for suc- 
cessful Christian living. 


The first of these is Bible reading. 
If you want to make a success of 
your Christian life you will con- 
scientiously read your Bible. In a 
sense, being a Christian is simply a 
matter of taking what the Bible says, 
believing it to be true and acting upon 
it. If you don’t know what the Bible 
says you cannot believe it, nor can you 
be guided in your actions. You will 
be like a person trying to swallow with 
nothing in his mouth. Such person 
may go through the motions of swal- 
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lowing, but he won’t get anything into 
his stomach unless he has some food 
in his mouth to begin with. The same 
principle applies in matters pertaining 
to Christian experience. What you be- 
lieve won’t have any form, substance 
or nourishment to it unless you know 
the definite promises which God the 
Father gave and Christ the Son set 
forth and the Holy Spirit makes clear 
to you. 


I might stop at this point and say 
very plainly that Bible reading and 
Bible believing Christians grow in 
spiritual knowledge, understanding 
and experience and are strong. And 
Christians who do not read the Bible 
and do not study the Bible do not 
grow in grace and in knowledge and 
are not strong. It is as simple as that. 


Of course I know — and you do too 
— some people who read their Bibles 
yet who do not seem to grow as Chris- 
tians. We can understand that. They 
are like people who eat good food yet 
who stay sickly and lose weight. 
There’s something wrong with them. 
They are sick. In the spiritual life 
when someone reads and studies the 
Bible and his faith does not grow and 
become stronger, that person’s spirit- 
ual life is sick. Normally faith comes 
by hearing and hearing by the Word 
of God. Perhaps that person is read- 
ing in doubt or reading in rebellion 
or reading in disbelief or reading in 
order to discredit. Perhaps he is read- 
ing with a cold, professional eye and 
not with a heart yielded to the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 


If you have difficulty reading the 
Bible alone, go where you can hear 
someone who has progressed in his 
understanding of it read and explain 
it to you. Go to a Sunday School class 
where the Bible is taken seriously and 
believed seriously. Go listen to a 
preacher who really lives with his Bi- 
ble and who earnestly believes the 
Gospel. There are teachers and preach- 
ers like that and if you hunt them 
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out and listen to them it will almost 
be as good as doing it yourself. 


And don’t be dismayed if you have 
trouble reading the Bible at first. 
Turn to those passages that are simple 
and clear to you and read them. Pro- 
ceed only gradually to those sections 
that are more difficult for you. A 
child learning to read in school does 
not start out with Chaucer and no 
one recently introduced to God’s Word 
is going to find Romans or Hebrews 
or Revelation easy reading. But keep 
on reading as the Holy Spirit gives 
you enlightenment. He will. 


PRAYER 


A second practical consideration in 
successful Christian living is prayer. 
A successful Christian is always a 
praying Christian. 


Now don’t be surprised if you find 
difficulty in praying. The apostles 
had difficulty in praying and they 
begged, “Lord teach us to pray!’ He 
taught them and He will teach you if 
you ask. Even if you haven’t been 
taught how to pray, formally, you can 
pray by instinct, as it were, like a baby 
erying for food. Are you spiritually 
hungry? Just cry unto the Lord. He 
will hear and He will supply. 


By the way, do not forget that 
He knows what you need before you 
ask Him. But He wants you to ask. 
He wants you to pray because your 
prayer life reflects your relationship 
to Him and as you pray you express 
your faith, cementing that relation- 
ship. 


Praying, is to the spirit like breath- 
ing to the body. It is just absolutely 
necessary for the health of your soul. 


A large part of prayer is praise 
and thanksgiving. You may ask, “How 
can I praise God?” Let me give you 
a little exercise. Our praise is related 
to what God is and what He does. 
Take a piece of paper and write on it 
everything you can think of about 
God. Write “Father” and “Holy” and 
“Good” and “Almighty” and “Just” 
and “Invisible” and “Loving” and 
“Merciful”, etc. When your list is 


complete, read the list slowly to your- 
self, aloud, as you think of God. You 
will be praising Him... in prayer. 


The same exercise can be practiced 
with reference to confession, petition, 
intercession and the other elements of 
prayer. Think of yourself and your 
behavior in relation to God’s command- 
ments and it will come to you that 
there are many things in your life 
that need to be set right. Think on 
these things and put them down, with- 
out shame, acknowledging them to 
God. He will hear your confession 
and when you ask Him to forgive in 
the Name of Christ He will. 


THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS 


another thing that must 
be added to any program of success- 
ful Christian living, although it is 
something you hear about so often 
that hardly anything new can be said 
about it: church attendance. 


There is 


Go to church. Worship and work 
with other Christian people. When the 
hymns are sung, you sing them even if 
you are off key. If you can make a 
noise at all you can make a joyful noise 
unto the Lord. When the congrega- 
tion bows in prayer, you bow your 
head in prayer. When the Scriptures 
are being read, you listen to what is 
being read. And when the preacher 
brings the message, you listen to the 
message. Participate in every single 
thing done in the church service and 
you will grow spiritually. 


Two other things I would mention. 
First, keep the Sabbath Day. Remem- 
ber God’s Day and keep it holy if you 
would have a satisfying Christian ex- 
perience. By that I mean, make one 
day in seven different. Take from 
that day the ordinary things that you 
do for profit and for pleasure and 
add to it things that pertain to your 
relationship to God, such as worship 
and study and meditation. There’s 
precious little meditating being done 


these days. We fill every moment 
with noise and confusion. On the 
Lord’s Day you can go somewhere 


and be quiet for a while. Take along 


your Bible. Call it day-dreaming, if 
you will, but give God a chance to 
speak to you for a change. 


Someone may say, “But what if you 
can’t keep the Sabbath Day?” And 
at this point we all will recognize that 
some things in our complicated society 
go on seven days a week. Somebody 
has to be on the job so others can 
worship. Without electricity most 
churches would have to shut down and 
someone must keep the generators go- 
ing. If you ride a bus to church, 
someone must drive the And 
people are sick in hospitals on Sunday 
same as any other day. 


bus. 


That is all true. But the principle 
still applies: one day in seven belongs 
to God and you will not escape the 
implications of that truth spiritually 
or psychologically if you do not find 
some way to heed it. You have to 
work on Sunday? Very well, find 
another day and time when you can 
give God that which is rightfully His. 
No one, not even in our society, needs 
seven days to make a living or for 
secular pursuits. If you are kept 
from God’s House on Sunday at 11:00, 
then you find a church that is open 
on Wednesday or Thursday evening 
and you worship Him then. 


Finally, if you want to experience 
successful Christian living, make a 
practice to give a due portion to God 
and that means at least a tithe. 
Now I realize that the New Testament 
does not command the tithe. But wait 
a minute. The New Testament sug- 
gests that ALL belongs to God. And 
there is certainly no reason to inter- 
pret the New Testament passages that 
have to do with giving in any terms 
smaller than a tithe. 





You say you can’t? That your bills 
are so heavy that you are hard put 
to pay your ordinary expenses? All 
the more reason to tithe, first. What’s 
left will go farther and you 
may be surprised just how far it will 
go! I do know one thing: nine-tenths 
of what the Lord gives will be better 


(Cont. on ». 25, Col. 2) 
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Board, room, and tuition, $1047.00. Catalog and illustrated booklet. 


hundred forty-five acre campus. 


Athletics. 


Christian influences. Fully 


Dormitories. 


R. T. L. LISTON, PRESIDENT — Box “J,” BRISTOL, TENN. 


accredited. 
Four Types of Scholarships: 











PAGE 8 


/ THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / 


MAY 4, 


1960 








7 








~~ XS SS cP he 


— cr 





“OUR COMPLETE DEPARTMENT STORES ARE 
HAPPY AND PRIVILEGED ‘TO SERVE YOU IN 
THE FINEST SOUTHERN TRADITION OF 


QUALITY 


COURTESY 


HONEST VALUES” 


‘ SOUTH CAROLINA Efird's Dept. Store Belk-Simpson Co. 
" Clinton, S. C. Corbin, Ky. 
. Belk-Simpson Co. W. L. Hubbard, Mar. W. C. Ashley, Mgr.-Prop. 
V Greenville, S. C. Belk Simpson Co 
; Belk-Sim Co. 
- J. A. Ellison, Mor-Prop. Beaufort, S. C. Winchester, Ky. 





Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
Greenville, S. C. 


A. M. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 
The Dollar Store 


L. A. Reeves, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Fountain Inn, S. C. 


E. J. Copeland, Mgor.-Prop. 


T. L. Beckham, Mer.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Mt. Sterling, Ky. 


Willoughby Smith, Mer.-Prop. 


rt Greenville, S. C. Belk-Simpson Co. Bell Gimpecn Co. 

, R. P. Crumpler, Mar.-Prop. bypesgrna S. 7 - Frankfort, Ky. 

"a ° ° agins, or.- Oop. : Pe 

g Belk’'s Department Store Everett C. Huggins, Mar.-Prop. 
Lancaster, S. C. Belk-Simpson Co. 





B. L. Plyler, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Clinton, S. C. 


D. B. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 


Honea Path, S. C. 
T. R. Martin, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Manning, S. C. 


W. M. Gettys, Jr., Mgr.-Prop. 


GEORGIA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Bainbridge, Ga. 
J. N. Long, Mgar.-Prop. 


it Belk’s Department Store ~ 

? Camden, S. C. Whine SC. a 

> J. A. Hagins, Mar.-Prop. Jack Gilliland, Mor.-Prop. Belk Simpson Co. 

Paragould, Ark. 

at Belk-Stmpson RTH ' 

1s ae wy ae er W. H. Wade, Mar.-Prop. 
_ H. Lyles, Mgr--Prop. impson 

, J , poackatea Hendersonville, N. C. OHIO 

. Belk’s Department Store R. E. McCormick, Mgr.-Prop. 

it Laurens, S. C. f Belk-Simpson Co. 

- J. T. Holmes, Mgr.-Prop. Belk's oe Store Athens, Ohio 

ua Belk-Simpson Ca. J. E. Smith, Mer-Prop a SAT 

i Abbeville, 8. C. é i 

m J. S. Hagins, Mor-Prop. § KENTUCKY MISSOURI 
Belk-Hagins Co. Belk-Simpson Co. Belk-Simpson Co. 
Kershaw, S. C. Harlan, Ky. _ Mo. 


C. E. Hinson, Mgr.-Prop. 


Delmar Tolliver, Mgr-.Prop. 


Carthage 
J. A. McCaskill, Mor.-Prop. 


Born With The Old South — Growing With The New 


Listen to Our Program Over WMIT-FM 
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To The Commissioners 
The 100th General 
Assembly 


Fathers and Brethren: 


You have gathered on an historic 
occasion, the 100th Anniversary of 
the organization of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States. That 
Assembly met in a time of national 
turmoil. You are meeting in a time 
of international turmoil. 


The First Assembly chartered the 
course of our denomination for 100 
years of faithful witnessing to the 
everlasting Gospel of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. We have no 
doubt that the 100th Assembly will as 
faithfully chart the course of our de- 
nomination for another 100 years (or 


until the Lord shall return) within the 
Kingdom of the Head of the Church. 


In a very real sense, the future as 
well as the present; the program and 
the mission; the witness and the candle 
of the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States — are in your hands. 


You are not delegates — that is, 
you are not voting the convictions of 
others or answerable to any human 
constituency for your actions this 
week. You are representatives—free, 
moral agents, Elders of the Church of 
Jesus Christ, charged only with the 
responsibility to search the Scriptures 
and vote your convictions as the Holy 
Spirit guides you. 


May our Lord Jesus Christ be with 
you in your deliberations and to Him 
be the glory. 





EDIJORIALS 


The Spirit Of 
The Reformation 


In this day of changing meanings, 
the word “reformation” has taken on 
a particularly new meaning. And not 
only the word. The Reformation it- 
self, as a phenomenon in history, is 
now being subjected to a funda- 
mentally new interpretation. 


Not long ago a prominent ecclesi- 
astic was harking back on the Protes- 
tant heritage in an address. In the 
course of his remarks, he made refer- 
ence to “the legacy of the 16th and 
17th Centuries, namely, the spirit of 
reformation; of casting off the 
shackles of the past in order to let 
new light break in on man’s religious 
knowledge’”’. 


According to this interpretation — 
one, incidentally, increasingly proposed 
these days — the Reformation was the 
free spirit of man breaking with the 
discarded past in order to enter a 
brave new world of discovery and of 
progress. 


The spirit of reformation today — 
in this view — appears among those 
who boldly break with tradition in 
order to build a new world commensu- 
rate with tomorrow’s discoveries. 


This interpretation even has a slo- 
gan: “The Church that is Reformed 


is always being reformed’. Those 
holding to this view, of course, by 
and large seek to break with the or- 
thodoxy of the past, represented by 
such systems as that of the Westmin- 
ster Confession, in order to re-form 
the Church after the manner of radi- 
eal religious sophistication. 


But the effort to portray the Re- 
formers as radical non-conformists 
(whom we are to emulate by becom- 
ing radical non-conformists) overlooks 
just one thing: the Reformers were not 
breaking with the past, they were try- 
ing to re-capture the past, across the 
corrupt, intervening years. 


The Reformation was not as much 
a look forward as it was a look 
backward ... all the way back to the 
lst Century and the Bible. Luther 
and Calvin would have protested vig- 
orously any suggestion that their in- 
terest was in anything other than the 
everlasting, unchangeable, original 
Faith once for all time delivered to the 
saints. 


The “spirit of reformation” in the 
modern manner is not necessarily the 
“spirit of The Reformation”. The lat- 
ter, wherever alive today, acknowl- 
edges the theology of the 16th and 
17th Centuries to be a faithful repro- 
duction of the system of doctrine 
taught in the Holy Scriptures and ever- 
lastingly valid because the God Who 
gave it changes not. 
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The Source Of Power 


The average Christian, engaged in 
business and carrying on that business 
or profession according to accepted 
standards and methods, is always in 
danger of trying to carry on the Lord’s 
work in the same way. 


But there is a tremendous differ- 
ence. Christian work has a spiritual 
objective and looks to eternal results. 
It is more than useless, it is folly, to 
try to do spiritual work by natural 
means. And, God has provided the 
sources of power from which come 
success. 


We live in a time of great change 
and there is always the tendency to 
discard methods of the past for more 
effective ones of today. In the sec- 
ular world this is true, and it can 
be true within the Church. At the 
same time there are foundation prin- 
ciples which never change. To dis- 
card them for something else is futile. 


We would mention three things 
which God has provided and without 
which there can never be success in 
Christian work. These are: 


The Holy Spirit. The early dis- 
ciples were powerless until they had 
been filled with the Holy Spirit. We 
too are powerless until His power and 
blessing rests on us. 


Prayer. The greatest victories of 
Christian experience come _ because 
men pray. By prayer God’s will is 


made known, self is renounced, and 
divine power is used to correct and 
then make use of our work. The power 
of prayer is neglected to the point 
where in the lives of many Christians 
it is a matter of secondary importance. 


The Bible. The Word of God is 
still alive and active; it searches our 
hearts, shows up our motives, and it 
is powerful and direct in giving un- 
derstanding, warning and direction to 
life. By experience we know that it 
is the Sword of the Spirit and where 
compared with the words and ideas 
of men it is the Holy Scriptures which 
bring results at the spiritual level. 


We are concerned that our witness 
be effective; that our church meet 
her obligations to those near and far; 
that the impact of the Gospel be felt 
in our own lives and in the lives of 
others. 


Then let us beware of in any way 
neglecting these God-given sources of 
power. 


—L. N. B. 
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Those Southern Baptists! 


Southern Baptist churches baptized 
on Profession of Faith last year half 
as many people as there are members 
in the Presbyterian Church U. S., a 
total of 429,063. This brings the de- 
nominational membership in 1959 to 
9,485,276. During the past decade, 
1950-1959, Southern Baptists  in- 
creased by 34%, a rate of growth 
nearly twice that of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. 


Now we have heard people comment 
sadly on the tremendous growth of 
the Baptists and wonder what we can 
do to show similar results. If the 
truth be admitted, our own growth 
is no more than anyone might expect 
under the circumstances of a Southern 
population “explosion”. With At- 
lanta, for instance, doubling and 
tripling in population, there’s no rea- 
son why Atlanta Presbytery should 
not double and triple in membership, 
with or without anybody’s special ef- 
fort. During the past ten years At- 
lanta Presbytery increased from 25,- 
012 communicants to 35,289. A 
healthy growth. But why not? If our 
churches almost anywhere in the pop- 
ulation centers of the South, simply 
sit back and wait for the people to 
come in they would almost have more 
than they could handle. 


Compared with us the so-called “con- 
servative sects” are really running. 
The Church of Christ, the Seventh 
Day Adventists, the Church of the 
Nazarene are only representative of 
denominations that have more than 
doubled during the time we were 
barely creeping ahead. And our rec- 
ord is much better than the UPUSA 
Church, the Methodist Church, the 
Episcopalians and others. 


What’s the secret of growth? To 
us it seems obvious. Faithfulness to 
Jesus Christ and to the central Gospel 
of redemption through His shed blood 
on Calvary. Regardless of how hard- 
headed and fundamentalist and narrow- 
minded, when you have a group of 
Christians faithful to the Word of 
God and the Gospel you have a group 
of Christians blessed with increase. 
(Even if this or that minor doctrine 
may be “strange’’). 


Last year the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S. and the Reformed Church in 
America were the only two denomina- 
tions not classed among the “con- 
servative sects’ that appeared on the 
list of the top 20 denominations in 


PAGE 11 / 


A Layman And His Church 


THE TWILIGHT DEEPENS 


We are looking at Monday morn- 
ing’s paper and as we do so, it is 
obvious that to many yesterday was 
not the Lord’s day. 


In Detroit Midwest Democrats were 
meeting and politics held the center 
of the stage. 


In Washington the White House 
Conference on Youth and Children 
convened and was addressed by the 
President. 


of the Labor 
of Red 
weapons 


In London leaders 
party urged the acceptance 
terms for banning nuclear 
tests. 


In Tryon, N. C., the annual Any and 
All Dog Show was held with a large 
attendance — including a number of 
people. 


In several of our cities labor unions 
held policy meetings. 


Wherever the weather permitted the 
golf courses were crowded with people. 


Then, of course, there was the usual 
record of sporting and other events, 
including an account of a traffic jam 
in Lisbon caused by teen-agers trying 
to catch a glimpse of Brigitte Bardot. 


All of which adds up to an ever in- 
creasing disregard for the day God 


set aside for His people. This is not 
a matter of Jewish Law but of the 
divine economy, instituted when God 
“blessed the seventh day, and sancti- 
fied it.” 


Man can break the laws of God at 
will. He can use His day for sec- 
ondary matters, even things which are 
good and right in their place. But 
when he does so, something goes out 
of his own life and out of the life of 
the nation. 


Europe continues to exist, despite 
her “Continental Sabbath,” but the 
disregard for the Christian Sabbath, 
making it a holiday instead of a holy 
day, carries with it a loss in spiritual 
interest and concern which leads to 
inevitable disaster. 


Legislation cannot cure this prob- 
lem. Only those who have been re- 
deemed and who find joy and comfort 
in the spiritual food which should be 
available on the Lord’s Day can bring 
to that day the attitude which God can 
use and bless. 


One wonders if the lights of Chris- 
tian conviction and power do not be- 
gin to flicker and go out as the glow 
of lighted churches on Sunday night 
is dimmed, while the glare of the 21- 
inch screen takes its place? 

—L. N. B. 





Benevolences giving (Not even the 
Southern Baptists made that list!) 
And incidentially, we were the only 
two denominations on that list of top 
20 givers who belong to the National 
Council of Churches. 


Some of these things are worth 


pondering. 





Request For Prayer 


In Dr. Bell’s reports from and about 
Korea he indicated that following the 
meeting of the reconstituting General 
Assembly the most serious problem 
would be in the Honam area, where 
our own Mission works. 


Letters from various missionaries 
indicate that the divisive movement, 
spearheaded by the ICCC, is concentrat- 
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ing in that area and that Presbyteries 
and local churches are being split. 


Certain individuals are going from 
place to place saying that our mission- 
aries are “modernists—have lost their 
faith — are pro Communist — and 
that ‘all of them are liars’ ”’. 


In other areas the split is largely 
healed and the seminary of the recon- 
stituted General Assembly has 225 
students while the dissident group had 
70 students at the last report. 


This is to ask our readers to remem- 
ber in a special way our missionaries, 
and the Korean Presbyterian Church 
in the Honam area, that to all there 
may be given great grace and that 
God will in His mercy send a revival 
which will cleanse and renew the en- 
tire Church in that land. 


1960 











LESSON FOR MAY 15, 1960 


The Christian In Society 


Bible Material: Matthew 5:10-16; 13:31-35 


Devotional Reading: Philippians 1:21-35 

Someone has described this world as being “dark and 
dirty”. This world never had so much artificial light 
or as much soap and washing powder as today, and yet 
it is still dark and dirty, for its darkness is in the hearts 
and minds of men and its filthiness is that of sin and 
shame. Read the first chapter of Romans and see 
Paul’s description of the world of his day, and then 
pick up the morning paper and read the account of 
what is going on today and you will see that we are 
living in the same old world, for “society” is blinded 
by the god of this world who has “shut out the sun- 
shine” of God’s Power and Love and Life and is full 
of violence and corruption. 


We think of a Dark Africa, of a pagan China, India 
or Russia. But even in America the Beautiful there 
are dark spots and dirty spots which make us ashamed 
at times of our land and of our people. You have 
only to go to any large city to see how true this is. 


Now we Christians must live in a dirty, sinful world 
and society. We are to be good, kept from the power of 
the evil one. But we are also to be “good for some- 
thing”. The shadow of Peter meant healing for the 
sick, and so our influence must be felt. And the im- 
pact or influence of the Christians has been a tremen- 
dous force in the world. We must be real Christians, 
however, if we are to be good for something in so- 
ciety. 


Paul speaking of himself in our Devotional Reading 
from Philippians is describing just such a Christian: 
“For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.” Paul 
had life through Christ, life in Christ, life for Christ, 
life with Christ. Such a life was like salt for seasoning; 
like light in a dark world. He made his life count for 
the glory of God and the uplifting of fallen men. In 
verse 27 he says, “Only let your conversation ( manner 
of life) be as becometh the Gospel of Christ” (or be 
worthy of the Gospel of Christ). We are to live in 
the light and live free from sin and in this way make 
the Gospel real. People would rather “see a sermon” 
than hear one, and our lives recommend the Gospel. 
In this way we make our influence felt on society. We 
will meet with opposition and persecution, “For unto 
you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to 
believe on Him, but also suffer for His sake.” If we 
are persecuted because of our righteous life our reward 
will be great. Wicked men often feel rebuked by the 
lives of good people and sometimes they do all they 
can to make our lives miserable. On the other hand 
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By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


there are those who will be helped and blessed and 
saved because we lived before them as real Christians. 


I. God has done His part toward society, “for 
God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten 
Son that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life.” 


Jesus said, “I am the light of the world.” He came 
as Light. Men loved darkness rather than light be- 
cause their deeds were evil. He came to dispel the 
darkness and bring light and life. He came to reveal 
the Father: “He that hath seen me hath seen the 
Father.” He came to reveal sin in all of its blackness 
and ugliness and call men to repentance. He came 
to reveal a way of life which would lead to happiness. 


But Jesus was more than light in a dark world; He 
was a Savior, a Redeemer: “Thou shalt call His Name 
Jesus, for He shall save His people from their sins.” 
“Behold”, said John, “the Lamb of God which taketh 
away the sins of the world.” By Him there was opened 
up a Fountain for cleansing: there is a fountain filled 
with blood, drawn from Emmanuel’s veins, and sinners 
plunged beneath that flood lose all their guilty stains. 
Or, as Cecil F. Alexander put it: 


There is a green hill far away, 
Without a city wall, 

Where the dear Lord was crucified 
Who died to save us all. 


He died that we might be forgiven, 
He died to make us good, 

That we might go at last to heaven, 
Saved by His precious blood. 


While we were yet sinners Christ died for us. 


The Holy Spirit does His part by coming into our 
hearts and making us new creatures in Christ Jesus, 
born again men and women. He renews us in the 
image of Christ and enables us more and more to die 
unto sin and live unto righteousness. All three Per- 
sons of the Godhead unite in a work of grace to en- 
lighten a dark world and clean up a world made filthy 
by sin. 
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Jesus said, “As the Father sent me into the world so 
send I you into the world.” There are some things which 
we cannot do, for only God can change the hearts and 
minds of men. Never let us imagine that we by our 
power can change society; that is God’s Work. But there 
is something for us to do, and we will see what Jesus 
says about us Christians in society. What can we do? 


II. Ye are the Salt of the Earth: Matthew 5:18 


Salt preserves things from decay and corruption. 
The farmer salts his meat in order to keep it. So we 
Christians, if we are good salt, will preserve the world 
and keep it from utter corruption. If there had been 
ten righteous people in Sodom it would have been 
spared. I suppose that if there had been enough good 
people in the world before the Flood, God would have 
spared the world. But even though Noah preached 
and built the ark before their very eyes, all were utter- 
ly corrupt: every thought and imagination was only 
evil continually. The Christians of America keep 
our land from sinking as low as India or China or 
Africa. Look at it this way. Suppose every Christian 
was taken from the country or city in which you live. 
What sort of place would it be? It is bad enough with 
some salt to preserve it. Suppose all the salt was re- 
moved. How long would it be before it would be so 
corrupt that no decent person would want to live here? 


Look at it this way. Suppose all the churches in 
America were to be destroyed and every Bible burned. 
How long would it take our country to be like all 
heathen lands? We have lots of crimes and shameful 
deeds as it is. What would it be like if all churches 
and Bibles were taken away? Suppose we had no 
Christian doctors. I had one to visit me this morning. 
Before he left he read from the Bible and had a word 
of prayer. How much is such a doctor worth to our 
community? Think of our homes for the incurables 
and others who cannot look after themselves, sponsored 
on account of the Spirit of Christ. Christianity means 
much to America. Society would be rotten if it were 
not for the godly lives of real Christians. Think of 
what Christian homes mean to our country. All in 
all Christians are America’s greatest asset, worth more 
to our land than all our farms and factories and big 
business enterprises. 


I wish to mention another quality of salt and apply 
it briefly to Christians. Salt adds flavor to our food. 
Since I have been sick I have had to do without salt 
for a while. Food does not taste so good. We Chris- 
tians, if our lives are filled with happiness and if we 
are living as we should, can add a great deal to the 
world’s idea of living. We have a purpose and zeal 
which the man of the world does not have. The per- 
son without God and Christ has nothing to look for- 
ward to. We Christians have everything to hope for. 
“The best is yet to be for us. The man of the world 
asks, “Is life worth living?” We say, “Yes!” and a 
glorious future is in store for us. Like salt we make 
life full of flavor. We lift it to a higher level. This 
makes others want what we have. A wealthy woman 
who was very unhappy was led to Christ by seeing how 
happy her servant was. So the noble lives of Chris- 
tians make the men of the world “sit up and take 
notice”. I feel that we can at least illustrate this by 
thinking of Christians as “salt”. 


III. Ye are the light of the world: Matthew 5:14 


We have already seen that Christ Himself is the 
Light of the World. It is also true that real Christians 
are the light of the world. We shine as He shines in 
and through us. Which are the enlightened nations 
of the world today? The answer is easy to see. They 
are the nations where there are the most true Chris- 
tians, the nations like Great Britain, the United States 
and a few other countries. Why do we in America 
have a “high standard of living” in the right sense 
of that phrase? Why the difference between our land 
and a land like China or India or Africa? We have the 
Bible, and while many of our people do not read it, 
we have millions who do read and study it. Many of 
our forefathers came here with the Bible in their 
hands. They built churches and school houses side by 
side and often the preacher was the teacher. I agree 
with Dr. Strickler, Professor of Theology when I was 
in the Seminary, who said that the biggest mistake the 
Church ever made was in letting the education of her 
children slip out of her hands and be taken over by 
the state. Some denominations still provide schools 
for their children. Education and Christianity should 
be linked together. We do have many Christian Col- 
leges and Bible Institutes in our land and they do a 
great work. The Bible has its place in many of our 
homes and our Sunday Schools do a fine work with 
children: “The entrance of thy Word giveth light.” 


Then the influence of a good life is uplifting to a 
community. I have seen this so often. <A good life 
never ceases shining for the Savior. When we think 
of our land as enlightened we think of the millions 
of true Christians who are letting their light shine 
for Christ and bringing glory to God. We should re- 
member the thousands of Christian business men and 
teachers who are helping keep America a land of en- 
lightenment. 

IV. Two Parables: Matthew 13:31-35 


These are the parables of the Grain of Mustard Seed 
and of the Leaven. As usually interpreted these tell 
of the marvellous outward growth and the inward 
working of the Kingdom of Heaven. Today the 
Church has grown into a big tree. And its influence 
permeates all society wherever there are Christians. 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR MAY 15, 1960 


Christian Symbols 


Scripture—Joshua 4:1-9 

Suggested Hymns— 
“Fairest Lord Jesus” 
“Lamp of Our Feet, Whereby We Trace” 
“I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord” 


(If you know of someone who is qualified to speak 
to your young people about Christian Symbolism, and 
who could illustrate the lecture with pictures and 
sketches, it would make a most interesting program. A 
fine pamphlet is available illustrating Christian sym- 
bols. Called “Symbols of the Church”, it may be secured 
for 60c from our Book Store or from Whittemore As- 
sociates, Inc., 16 Ashburton Place, Boston 8, Mass.). 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 


What is a symbol? It is a sign which has special 
significance. All symbols are signs, but not all signs 
are symbols. A square sign can be used to advertise 
a baseball game, but it is not a symbol of baseball be- 
cause there is nothing about a square that suggests 
baseball. On the other hand, if the square is given 
an eighth turn so that it becomes a diamond, it be- 
comes a symbol because the game is played on a dia- 
mond-shaped playing area. 


Joshua could have erected a bronze tablet on the 
bank of the Jordan River to remind the Israelites that 
God had stopped the flow of the water to allow them 
to cross. This would have been a sign, but not a sym- 
bol. What Joshua actually did was to command that 
twelve stones be taken from the river bed and carried 
with the people on all their journeys from that day 
forward. The stones were symbolic because they had 
a special relation to the river and to the particular 
event that was commemorated. 


We still make use of symbols in our Christian work 
and worship. Some of the symbolism in our churches 
may be so familiar that it has lost its significance for 
us. In this program we shall suggest some of the 
types of Christian symbols. 


First Speaker: 


A great many Christian symbols are found in pic- 
ture form. They are pictures of things which have a 
special Christian significance. We often find these 
picture symbols on seals and in decorations and dec- 
orative designs, such as in stained glass windows. 


The picture of an eye is sometimes used to symbolize 
God, reminding us that all things are seen and known 


YOUTH WORK 






By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


by God. A lamb is used as a symbol of Christ, since 
the Bible speaks of Him as “the Lamb of God which 
taketh away the sin of the world”, and as “the Lamb that 
was slain.” The picture of a dove is used to symbolize 
the Holy Spirit because the Bible states that the Spirit 
descended on Christ like a dove. A shield is used as 
a symbol of faith (see Ephesians 6:16), and the anchor 
is the symbol of hope (see Hebrews 6:19). Many dif- 
ferent animals and objects served as symbols of Bible 
characters and ideas. These were used extensively in 
the early years of the Church when few people could 
read the words of the Bible, and when it was necessary 
to use secret signs to avoid persecution. 


One of the most interesting picture symbols which 
came into use in the early church was the fish. The 
Greek word “fish” is made up of the initial letters of 
the following Greek words: “Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
Savior”. By making the sign of the fish an early Chris- 
tian could bear witness to his faith in the divine Son 
of God as his Savior without uttering a word. The 
sign of the fish has become a universal symbol of Chris- 
tianity. 


Second Speaker: 


Certain geometric figures also have special meaning 
as Christian symbols. We often see them used in de- 
signs and decorations in our churches, especially in 
stained glass windows. A circle, because it is unending, 
is the symbol of eternity and of the eternal nature of 
God. Three interlaced circles represent the Trinity, 
showing that the three Persons of the Godhead are 
united and that each is eternal. An equilateral tri- 
angle with its three equal sides and angles is also a 
symbol of the Trinity. These figures are often worked 
into the designs of church buildings in very unobtrusive 
ways. 


The most familiar Christian symbol is the cross. 
While it is not a figure, it is a geometric design, and 
lends itself to use in church architecture very easily. 
Some Protestants have hesitated to use the symbol of 
the cross, because it has such strong Roman Catholic 
connotations. The Roman representation of the cross, 
however, usually shows the body of Christ hanging on 





McGUFFEY’S READERS 


After a long and costly search reprints of the original 
1879 revised editions of the famous McGuffey’s Readers 
have been completed and you can now purchase exact 
copies at the following low prices POSTPAID: 


Ist Reader 4th Reader .................. $3.50 
2nd Reader .... Sth Reader ................... $3.75 
3rd Reader ........ 6th Reader ................. $4.25 





OLD AUTHORS, Dept. SP-5, Rowan, Iowa 
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the cross. This is called a crucifix. Protestants like 
to show the empty cross which symbolizes the victory 
of Christ’s resurrection as well as His death. 


Third Speaker: 


There is also symbolism in the way churches are 
built and arranged which may not have occurred to 
us. For instance, the floor plans of some churches 
(notably the great cathedrals) are laid out in the form 
of a cross. The main body of the church, which cor- 
responds to the long part of the cross, is called the nave. 
At the top of the nave are two wings, corresponding 
to the cross arms of the cross, and these are called 
transcepts. The front of the church facing the nave 
and corresponding to the short top of the cross is called 
the apse. The pulpit, reading desk, communion table 
or altar, and choirs are located in the apse. 


It is probable that most of us are familiar with 
simpler church architecture, but even in the simplest 
church building there is symbolism. Many Protestant 
churches have the pulpit and the Bible in the center 
at the front of the church. This location symbolizes 
the importance and the centrality of the Scriptures in 
our faith and worship. The communion table is often 
on the floor in front of the pulpit. The fact that the 
table is on the same level as the congregation symbo- 
lizes the availability of the sacrament to all church 
members. The table is a table, and the minister stands 
behind it and faces the congregation to administer 








the Lord’s Supper. There is no place in Presbyterian 
worship for an altar where the minister, acting as a 
priest, turns his back on the congregation and performs 
a service of sacrifice facing the altar. And there is no 
place in Presbyterian worship for the sermon delivered 
from a place other than where the Bible was read. So 
we see there is important symbolism in the very loca- 
tion of church furniture. 


Program Leader: 


There is some kind of symbolism in all of our 
churches, but there is more in some than in others. 
What place has symbolism? It is not needed now as 
it was in the early church as a substitute for books and 
reading. It is not needed as a protection against perse- 
cution. It can be used to enrich our worship as the 
places of our worship are beautified. But symbols can 
also be used to keep important truths fresh in our 
thoughts. There is a danger in the unrestricted use 
of symbols, that people will be tempted to worship 
the symbols instead of the God they represent. It is 
a natural human weakness to honor the symbol instead 
of the thing it stands for (cf. our reverence for the 
Flag of the U. S.). We must remember that God is a 
Spirit, and that we are forbidden to make material rep- 
resentations of Him. We must always be on guard 
in the use of symbols, lest the symbols come between 
us and God. 


Closing prayer. 











NEW PHILOSOPHY—from p. 6 


iniscent of the gloomy philosophy of 
Paul Tillich as outlined in his article 
in the Saturday Evening Post two 
years ago: He wrote: “Is there an 
answer? There is always an answer, 
but the answer may not be available 
to us.” This is not the Christian an- 
swer for we who are Christ’s know 
who we are, what God requires of us, 
and where we are going. 


* xe * € vt 


Some years ago the writer was a 
member of a Commission set up by 
the General Assembly to study the 
teachings of Dispensationalism and to 
formulate for our Church a statement 
on this subject. 


In this report we tried to make it 
clear that some of the doctrines 
stressed by Dispensationalism are not 
supported by the teachings of the 
Word of God and are at the same time 
contrary to the Confession of Faith. 


There are other theologies, however, 
unsupported by the teachings of the 
Word of God and contrary to the Con- 
fession. The paper which we are now 
discussing is not an isolated incident. 
It is a part of an emerging philosophy, 
an entirely new doctrine of the 
Church, of her Mission in the world 
and of her Message to the world. 


PAGE 15 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / 


In the judgment of this writer we 
are now confronted with new doc- 
trines far more inimical to the welfare 
of the Church than anything appear- 
ing in former years. 


The brochure distributed with this 
paper advertising Liturgical Jazz may 
be more than slightly significant. 
CHRISTIAN—from p. 8 
for you than ten-tenths of what you 
ean make yourself. And life will be 
so much easier . . . so much happier 
... 80 much more successful. Nothing 
will do more to help you grow as a 
Christian than to give the Lord one- 
seventh of your time and one-tenth 
of your money. 


Now if you will follow these con- 
siderations I am perfectly sure that 
your spiritual experience will increase. 
You will believe more, you will trust 
more, you will be more inclined to 
walk with God and the little frustra- 
tions and fears and disappointments 
will grow less and less. By all means 
walk in the light as He is in the light. 


« * * * * 


This study is also available on tape. 
Write: THE BIBLE FOR YOU, Inc., 
Box 8395, Station F., Atlanta 6, Ga. 
Ask for No. 60-201-2. Each tape, on 
which there are four studies, $3.00. 
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ALL-NEW VBS Course 


Teachings of Jesus 


SINGLE THEME @ GRADED e FULL COLOR 
REDI-CUT @ LOW COST e EASY TO TEACH 
FREE PLANBOOK fully describes ma- 
terial, methods for conducting inspirational 
VBS. Illustrates exclusive new Redi-cut 

pupils’ books. 

INTRODUCTORY KIT $4.50 value, only 

$3.75. Contains teachers’ manuals, one 

pupil’s workbook each grade, director's 

manual, VBS Planbook, publicity aids, etc. 
Write Today OE a ee 
emma FREE PLANBOOK 


cna INTRODUCTORY KIT containing all material 
described above, $3.75. 

Check enclosed for $........cccccccccceeee J 
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AT YOUR BOOKSTORE, or 


STANDARD PUBLISHING, Cincinnati 31, 


1960 












JHE CHURCH AY HOME 


CONTRIBUTIONS TO WORSHIP 
BOOK SOLICITED 


The Joint Committee on Revision of 
the BOOK OF COMMON WORSHIP 
representing the UPUSA Church and 
the US Church is eager to invite min- 
isters and any others who are inclined 
to do so to have a part in the prepara- 
tion of the new BOOK ON COMMON 
WORSHIP. Specifically the Committee 
wishes to examine prayers that have 
been written by or that have recently 
come to the attention of Presbyterians 
who may see this communication. 


Anyone sending in material for con- 
sideration is requested to identify fully 
the author of the prayer, together 
with his full name and address in case 
correspondence with him may become 
necessary. Prayers which draw in 
some measure upon antecedent prayers 
of the Christian tradition may prove 
useful to the Committee, but the de- 
gree of dependence should be indicat- 
ed in order that proper credit may be 
given and coypright laws properly ob- 
served. 
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Please address any prayers which scholarship are Mr. Andrew D. Flick, 
you would like to submit for considera- Jr., of Bristol, Tenn., Mr. George E. 
tion (or other suggestions for the Treadwell, Jr., of Autaugaville, Ala., 
BOOK OF COMMON WORSHIP) to Miss Nancy B. Hutcheson of Staunton, 
Dwight M. Chalmers, Chairman, Box Va., and Miss Anne H. Showalter of 
1176, Richmond 9, Virginia, or to Jacksonville, Fla. 

Robert H. Heinze, Secretary, 620 
Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia 7, 
Pennsylvania. 


Third-place winners of a $600 schol- 
arship are Mr. John E. Foy of Leb- 
anon, Va., and Miss Martha L. West of 
Union City, Tenn. 





Eighty-eight students from eleven 
KING COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP _ southern states and one foreign coun- 


WINNERS try competed for the awards this year. 





BRISTOL Tenn. — Winners of the 
awards in the 1960 General Competi- 
tive Scholarship Contest at King Col- NEW CHURCH ORGANIZED 
lege, Bristol, Tenn., were announced 


this week by Registrar J. E. Snider. GULFPORT, Miss. — The Westmin- 


ster church formally came into being 

First-place winners of a $2,000 on March 27, 1960, as an offspring 

scholarship are Miss Jo Ellen Jen- of the First Church previously known 

nette of New Bern, N. C., and Mr. as the Bayou View Chapel. The char- 

Leonard F. Henry, III, of Winter ter membership roll contains the names 
Park, Fla. of 136 persons. 


Second-place winners of a $1,200 Elected to the office of Elder were: 





100 new churches are needed now 
to help reach millions in the South 
for Christ. ... 


HOW will you .. . extend the 
Church to your “next door neighbor” 
in the crucial decade of the Sixties? 


Witness - Build - Serwe 
THROUGH YOUR Géfd 
Church Extension Season 


MAY 1-31, 1960 


BOARD OF CHURCH EXTENSION 
Presbyterian Church in the United States 
341-B Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E. 
Atlanta, Ga. 
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Cleve W. Allen, Jr., Dr. J. L. Eason, 
Robert H. Hardy, William W. C. Mann, 
Conrad A. Nesossis, Paul L. Wright, 
Jr. Elected Deacons were: Sherwood 
R. Bailey, William F. Dukes, James B. 
Lee, P. N. Scarborough, J. R. Simp- 
son, Dan H. Singley, Ruffin P. Smith, 
Dr. C. A. Walker, Jr., James E. Weir. 


The Rev. Frank A. Brooks, Jr., As- 
sistant Minister of the First Church 
will become pastor of the new congre- 
gation. 





SPECIAL SERVICES HELD 


AIKEN, S. C. — A week of Spirit- 
ual Emphasis was held at Grace 
church, Feb. 21-28, with the Rev. Wil- 
liam E. Hill, Jr., of Hopewell, Va., as 
Evangelist. Good attendance was wit- 
nessed for both morning Bible Study 
and Evening Service. Several new 
members have joined our church since 
the series. Elder T. R. Henderson is 
the Evangelism Chairman, Rev. S. G. 
Andreasen, the Pastor. 





FIRE DESTROYS BOYS’ 
DORMITORY AND DAIRY 
BARN AT GOODLAND 
INDIAN ORPHANAGE 


HUGO, Okla. — Fire which broke 
out Sunday night destroyed a vacant 
dormitory and the dairy barn on the 
campus of Goodland Indian Orphanage 
near here and there was strong suspi- 
cion that arson may have been in- 
volved. 


According to the “Hugo Daily 
News’, the superintendent of the Or- 
phanage, the Rev. Grady James, re- 
ported that the boys became very un- 
happy when they were told they could 
not play ball on Sunday afternoon 
(April 11). Nine of the boys were 
missing for a program that night and 
were unaccounted for at the time the 
fire broke out almost simultaneously in 
several places in the dormitory and 
dairy barn. 


No one was injured in the blaze 
which caused damage which was esti- 
mated at something over $10,000. 


TENNESSEE SYNOD SHEDULED 
ARLINGTON, Tenn. — The Synod 
of Tennessee will hold its annual meet- 
ing at Na-Co-Me Conference Center, 
beginning 2:00 p. m., Tuesday, May 
17. A Synod-wide Conference on 
Evangelism will precede the meeting, 
beginning at 1:00 p. m. May 16. 


—Charles S. Ramsay, S. C. 


MISSIONARY SAVES LIFE 


NEW YORK, N. Y., — (PN) — 
The docking of the Belgian freighter 
Lufira here on April 9, revealed a 
shipboard drama in which the life of 
a young woman stricken with asthma 
was saved by the conjoined efforts of 
Dr. George Cousar and a U. S. Coast 
Guard team. 


Dr. Cousar, veteran medical mission- 
ary to the Congo, was returning to 
the United States on furlough on the 
Lufira, when another passenger, Can- 
dida de Santos, suffered an attack of 
bronchial asthma and was near death 
after the ship sailed from the Cape 
Verde Islands on March 31. 


Dr. Cousar informed the ship’s Cap- 
tain George Huygens that the young 
woman needed adrenalin and that his 
supplies were inadequate. 


? » SWASTIKA 
» RIDES 
AGAIN 








Once again the forces of hell appear to be 
loosed against God’s ancient people. Flicker- 
ing tongues of flame are breaking through 
from the pit, In Germany, In Russia, in 
America, in the Middle East. The air is filled 
with foreboding. 


The most effective answer to this growing 
hate wave is a counter-wave of righteous 
indignation and protest on the part of Chris- 
tians everywhere, and redoubled dedication 
to the task of reaching Jews with the gospel 
of Jesus Christ their true Messiah. 


Your prayers and gifts can greatly strength- 

en our hands to speed the evangelization of 

the Jews, and to help them recognize the 

difference between “Christian” and Gentile. 

1BJM is not just a relief organization. Its 

primary emphasis is on evangelism. Our 
naries are laboring on four continents 
lorious results. 


.v rite for free copy of our bi-monthly 
THE EVERLASTING NATION (sub- 
scription $1 per year) with absorbing 
articles and current news of world 


dewry. 


Or. Jacob Gartenhaus, President 

Dr. Robert G. Lee, 

Chairman Advisory Board 

world renowned minister author. 


INTERNATIONAL BOARD OF 
(JIM sews sons 
Box 1256 Atlanta 1, Ge 
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The Coast Guard was informed and 
a plane from Bermuda dropped two 


parachutes with adrenalin 


near the freighter. 


supplies 


Miss De Santos responded quickly 
to treatment and was well on her way 
to complete recovery when the ship 
docked here. 





Church Secretarial Position wanted 
by Young Lady finishing Business 
Course Write Secretary, 
care of Presbyterian Journal, Weaver- 


ville, N. C. 


in June. 





D.C.E. position open with Conserva- 
tive Church in desirable location. 
Write Church, care of Presbyterian 
Journal, Weaverville, N. C. 








Kids get MORE out of 





JUNIOR 
LIFE... 


the magazine 
that 

GETS READ 
every week 








Written about and edited for the 
younger generation ... packed with 
stories and pictures about people, 
places and things that mean the most 
to Juniors. Action-packed color pages 
. » » news of world-wide pen pals in 
the Junior Life Club. . . suggestions 
for easy-to-do hobbies and a Fun Page 
of jokes, quizzes and puzzles. Sixteen 
colorful pages. Only 35c per pupil per 
quarter. 
Use Standard story papers 
in every class 





Send for your FREE samples today! 
STANDARD PUBLISHING, Cincinnati 31, Ohio 


Please send samples of: 

[] Straight (for teen-agers) 

(] Junior Life (for Junior boys and girls) 

(] Sunday Storytime (for Primary youngsters) 


[] Four and Five (for Preschoolers) 


Name 





Address. 





City & State 





Name of Church 





Position 








eee SPJ-560 
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BIBLE DOCTRINE (Unit Two, 
Book Two), by Dorothy Partington 
Anderson. The Committee on Chris- 
tian Education, The Orthodox Presby- 
terian Church, Philadelphia. Pupil’s 
workbook, 191 pp., $1.65. Teacher’s 
manual, 220 pp. $1.85. 


This fourth workbook completes the 
series on the Westminster Shorter 
Catechism. Each workbook covers its 
portion of the Catechism in fifteen 
lessons. There have been many com- 
mentaries upon the Catechism, but 
this is a unique attempt by pictures, 
questions, charts, and stories, under 
the instruction of a teacher, to help 
teenagers understand the doctrines of 
the Christian faith and apply the Bi- 
ble to the problems of Christian living. 
Those who use these workbooks will 
never be able to complain that they 
know the words of the Catechism, but 
are ignorant of its meaning. They are 
encouraged to go to the Bible for the 
questions as well as the answers. 


The writer of this material is a min- 
ister’s wife, a Phi Beta Kappa, with 
an Ed. M. from Harvard, who has 
combined her thorough training and 
experience in education with study in 
Reformed theology. Instructors and 
pastors who teach with these work- 
books are bound to find them stimu- 
lating and rewarding as to their con- 
tent and method. We have used the 
earlier parts with young people who 
found them vital and intriguing. We 
recommend this sound and interesting 
literature for those who are planning 
Junior or Senior High courses for Va- 
cation Bible School or fellowship 
hours. 

—Rev. Albert H. Freundt, Jr. 
Forest, Mississippi 





SERMONS ON SOVEREIGNTY, by 
Charles Haddon Spurgeon. Baptist 
Examiner Book Shop, Ashland, Ken- 
tucky. 256 pp. $3.50. 


Spurgeon’s reputation as a pulpit 
orator and a gifted theologian will not 
rest on our review. This Baptist 
preacher’s ability has long been recog- 
nized among those who love to have 
the heart of the Gospel set forth in a 
clear and appealing manner. From 
1856, when his first sermon was pub- 
lished, almost 3,000 of them appeared 


in print! It would be a profitable, but 
well-nigh impossible, task to read all 
that he has written. The value of this 
book is that it gathers into one volume, 
together with a biographical sketch, 
eighteen of his messages which ex- 
plain and apply the doctrine that God 
is sovereign in salvation and provi- 
dence. 


When it came to preaching the re- 
remption themes, Spurgeon was a Cal- 
vinist. Asked what Calvinism was, he 
replied, “I mean that glorious system 
which teaches that salvation is of 
grace from first to last.” “Election,” 
he said, “is simply God’s intention to 
make the difference between people 
which you know exists.” He knew 
this was not a popular doctrine; “but,” 
he confessed, “it is God upon the 
throne that we love to preach. It is 
God upon His throne whom we trust.” 


These sermons reveal Spurgeon’s 
way of preaching free grace without 
sacrificing divine sovereignty, of ex- 
pounding the mysteries of predestina- 
tion without attempting to satisfy hu- 
man curiosity. For the most part his 
sermons are textual or doctrinal; they 
are all Biblical. They have the power 
to edify those who read them. In ad- 
dition, Presbyterians can see in them 
how to make their distinctive Calvinis- 
tic doctrines (which are seldom 
preached among us) vital and saving 
in Christian faith and experience. We 
cannot help but recommend this book 
to Presbyterians, especially since Spur- 
geon admits: “Our children, who have 
learned ‘The Westminster Assembly’s 
Confession of Faith,’ know more 
about the doctrines of grace and the 
doctrine of the Bible than hundreds of 
grown-up people who attend a min- 
istry which very eloquently teaches 
nothing.” 

—Rev. Albert H. Freundt, Jr. 
Forest, Mississippi 





THE WAITING FATHER, by Hel- 
mut Thielicke. Trans. by J. W. Dober- 
stein. Harper & Bros. N. Y. 192 pp. 
$3.75. 

Here are beautifully written ser- 
mons on 16 of the parables of Jesus, 
first preached to the author’s own 
West German congregation in Ham- 
burg. 


The author follows the increasingly 
fashionable trend to resolve all of the 
implications of Christ’s teachings in 
the present tense. Acceptance, rejec- 
tion, decision, judgment, rewards and 
punishment — all occur in the daily 
experiences of this life. The whole 
drama of time and eternity encom- 
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passed by the parables is played out 
here and now and often in the para- 
doxical experiences of each individual 
person. Thus the four kinds of soil in 
the Parable of the Sower, occur in 
each of us. 


In the Parable of the Pounds, the 


servants do their trading — that is, 
they act out and live in their commit- 
ment to Christ — here and now. As 


they are faithful they begin to realize 
that it is rewarding to be in His serv- 
ice. The servant with one pound never 
realizes this. In the parable of the 
wheat and the tares, every Christian 
finds seeds of doubt and disobedience 
growing within his own soul along 
with the good seeds of faith and love. 


No doubt the matchless parables of 
our Lord are endlessly suggestive for 


EVERYBODY 


GOES TO VBS, 
Y' UNDERSTAND?" 





You't need no threats to bring children 
to VBS when you use Great Commission 
materials. With full emphasis on the Bible 
itself, the Great Commission course for 
1960 provides fascination and excitement 
to catch and hold the attention even of 
“problem” children. 

lf you want your VBS to “get across” 
the Bible’s message to boys and girls, 
you'll like the approach of this course with 
two related Bible lessons each day, rein- 
forced by Scripture and hymn memorization 
and handwork that teaches — and does 
not just amuse. 

Get everybody going to your VBS! 


Send today for your FREE VBS CATA- 
LOG. Complete Sample Kits, $3.75 ppd. 


GREAT COMMISSION PUBLICATIONS, Dept. D 
627 Schaff Building, Phila. 2, Pa. 
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every time and circumstance. But in 
a day when future punishment is wide- 
ly denied and the difference between 
wheat and tares is refused a personal 
application by radical theology, the 
evangelical who obscures the facts of 
life reflected in a God who both draws 
to Himself and casts out adds nothing 
to the evidences of Christianity. 

—G. Aiken Taylor, Ph.D. 





WHICH RELIGION, ROMANISM, 
PROTESTANTISM, OR CHRIST? by 
George W. Arms. American Tract So- 
clety, New York. 48 pp., $.30. 


This booklet is for any young per- 
son or adult at almost any stage of 
development in the Christian life. 


It sets forth some of the basic issues 
between Romanism and Christ. It al- 
so shows where and why the author 
feels Modernism in Protestantism fails 
to cope with Rome. 


The booklet could be used by Sen- 
ior High students as a basis for discus- 
sions. The best sections are where 
the author shows that the New Testa- 
ment Church had the Scriptures and 
where a definite list of substitutes are 
given. Our Lord is honored and one 
can sense that the author is interested 
in pointing men to Him. 


—Rev. Frederic R. Dinkins 
Decatur, Georgia. 





THE RELIGION OF THE OCCI- 
DENT, by Martin A. Larson. Phil- 
osophical Library, New York. 662pp. 
$6.00. 


The religious faith of the Western 
World is the subject of inquiry in this 
volume. The author says that he has 
spent more than thirty years in study- 
ing the principal concepts of the Chris- 
tian Gospels which have played so cru- 
cial a role in Occidental life. This 
professed objective has to do with an 
investigation of the origin, the inner 
meaning and the re-development of 
the religion of Jesus, followed by an 
analysis of its inner meaning and its 
re-constitution in the pagan world. 


The 662 pages in this volume en- 
deavor to present a case for the au- 
thor’s thesis that Christianity is a 
highly composite doctrine including 
many of the age-old religious concepts 
developed by Egyptians, Babylonians 
and Assyrians, Persians, Buddhists, 
Greeks, Jews, Phrygians, Syrians, and 
other inhabitants of Asia Minor. He 


states that Christianity is congenitally 
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related to all of these and when any 
of them accepted Christianity they 
were simply recovering at least in 
part what was originally their own. 


The author describes himself as a 
searching Humanist. Apparently when 
he wrote this book, he had not found 
Christianity in his search. This book 
is filled with prejudice against true 
Christianity. It contains distortions 
of facts and the Christian reader will 
turn away from it in utter disgust. 


—John R. Richardson, D.D. 
Atlanta, Ga. 





WHAT SHALL WE SAY ABOUT 
ALCOHOL? by Caradine R. Hooten. 
Abingdon Press, Nashville. 127 pp. 
$2.00. 


One of the most difficult problems 
in modern everyday life is social drink- 
ing. It is a well-known fact that this 
is a malignancy which tends to destroy 
personal as well as national freedom. 
As Bishop John Wesley Lord remarks, 
“Our nation under God will not sur- 
vive half drunk and half sober.” 


Dr. Hooten is general secretary of 
the Methodist Board of Temperance 
and for many years has been in the 
forefront of the battle for sobriety. He 
makes his case against alcohol on every 
front — theological, ethical and moral. 
He points out vividly the social conse- 
quences of social drinking. Those 
who do not realize the damage that 
comes from occasionally drinking 
should read this book. The contents 
may keep many from being hurt. Min- 
isters who face the complex problems 
posed by alcohol will welcome this en- 
lightening contribution. 


—John R. Richardson, D.D. 
Atlanta, Ga. 





BOOK BRIEFS 


CALM DELIGHT, by Elsie Chamberlain. 
Doubleday & Co., Garden City, N. Y. 142 
pp. $2.50. Thirty-one devotional readings, 
each consisting of selected poetry and prose 
devotionally written. Somewhat sophisti- 
cated, not Biblical, rather classical. 


STOP EXISTING AND START LIVING 
by Merrill F. Unger. Eerdmans Co., Grand 
Rapids. 131 pp. $2.50. Another devotional 
book by an author whose books are uni- 
formly helpful in the area of personal 
counselling and inspiration. For one seek- 
ing inspiration in Christian living. 


THE PURSUIT OF GOD by A. W. Tozer. 
Christian Publications, Harrisburg, Pa. 128 
pp. Paperback, $1.25. As Samuel Zwemer 
says in the Preface, “Not a collection of 
sermons, does not deal with the Lig ta 
and the pew but with the soul athirst for 
God.” Here is mystical writing in the best 











MAY 4, 





tradition of the Christian mystic, dealing 
with the deep things of God. 


HAPPINESS IS A HABIT, by Gordon 
Powell. Hawthorn Books, N. Y. 159 pp. 
$2.95. Another book about how to live 
successfully, but from a sensible Christian 
perspective. The author employs “tonic 
cards” which have Scriptures and mottos 
printed on them, for daily and occasional 
use. 

100 BASIC BIBLE QUESTIONS AN- 
SWERED, by Nathan Stone. A “One Eve- 
ning Condensed Book,” Good News Pub- 
lishers, Westchester, Ill. 64 pp. Paperback, 
50c. Here are helpful, Bible-supported an- 
swers to questions such as Divorce and 
Remarriage, Baptism for the Dead, Did 
Christ die for all, the worship of Many, 
the descendants of Ham, the Holy Catholic 
Church. 





THE 
PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


A Magazine with a positive, fear- 
less, honest message—faithful to the 
Presbyterian Church it serves. 








PTL Evangelistic Teams 
are Reaching 
Tomorrow’s Leaders 
Today in Nigeria 
and Ghana. 


After a meeting, one headmaster made 
the following statement to students: 


“1 don’t know what you learned today, but 
today was the fjrst time that | ever heard 
that | had to be a citizen of heaven in 
order to belong. | thought going to church 
was enough, but now | know what it really 
means to believe and to trust in Christ.” 


Pray and give that there may be no inter- 
ruption of this great work for lack of 
continued support from the Christians of 
America. 


ALFRED A. KUNZ "“Sinecror 
POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE 


49 HONECK STREET, ENGLEWOOD, NEW JERSEY 
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MINISTERS 


Frank A. Brooks, Jr., Assistant Pas- 
tor of First Church, Gulfport, Miss., 
has become pastor of the newly or- 
ganized Westminster church in Gulf- 
port. 


E. P. Nichols, Covington, Ga., has 
accepted the call of the First 
Church, Alexandria, La. He expects 
to move before July 1. 


Cecil D. Brearley, Jr., Columbia, S. 
C., has accepted a call to be Execu- 
tive Secretary of Congaree Presby- 
tery. 

James O. Speed, Jr., Alexander City, 
Ala., will become director of the 
new department of recruiting and 
scholarships for the Board of Edu- 
cation in Richmond. 


James H. Morrison (Chap.), from 
Fort Stewart, Ga., to Fort Camp- 
bell, Ky. 


ELDERS 


The Session of the Alexander Me- 
morial Church, Decatur, Ga., has 
memorialized one of its members, 
Francis Russell Lee, who died Feb- 
ruary 7, 1960. Mr. Lee served eith- 
er as a Deacon or an Elder for a 
period of 58 years in the Presby- 
terian Church. 





LETTERS 


UPUSA EPISCOPACY 


In Presbyterian government, power 
has rested with the people and the 
elders whom they elect to the church 
courts. Now, as Dr. Elwyn Smith of 
Pittsburgh Seminary has pointed 
out, power in the church is “floating 
upward”. In the UPUSA Church the 
new office of General Presbyter 
(a Presbytery Executive) is one 
step in this change from a Presby- 
terian to an Episcopalian (hierarchi- 
cal) form of government. The General 
Presbyter is, by the nature of his 
office “the one who knows”, “Mr. 
Presbyterian”, the man to whom 
churches turn for guidance. The pow- 
er he wields will become increasingly 
great. 


For instance, as the General Presby- 
ter counsels vacant churches as to 


candidates — as it is suggested that 
he do—he could, in a few years, shape 
the Presbytery to his own theological 
bias. Once called, the General Pres- 
byter — barring a criminal act or 
gross negligence, which are unlikely 
— will probably be here “for life’. 


I am very reluctant about sur- 
rendering some of my rights, privi- 
leges, and responsibilities as a Presby- 
ter, to a General Presbyter. Personal- 
ly, I prefer representative democracy, 
with all its inefficiency, to episcopacy, 
with is hierarchical control. 


What is the possibility of forming 
a new, conservative Presbyterian de- 
nomination at the time of the union 
of the UPUSA and US Presbyterian 
Churches? A number of men in this 
area are much concerned about these 
things. 


—(Rev.) Ned E. Richardson 
Slippery Rock, Penna. 


Rather than salvage what can be 
salvaged from an unfortunate merger, 
we believe that it will be possible to 
preserve and even strengthen the to- 
tal Evangelical testimony of our de- 
nomination, in time. Should “union” 
become an eventuality, however, we 
think the fair thing would be for the 
body of liberals to unite in a national 
church and the large body of evangeli- 
cals out of both churches to gather to- 
gather in a national church. Then both 
resulting bodies could live at peace. 


—Ed. 





THE EQUALIZATION FUND 


I do not know that I can agree with 
you when you say the Equalization 
Fund is “an apparently necessary 
one”. Is any fund necessary when it 
involves diversion of funds? Nor do I 
think it is the business of the church 
to adopt any program which the mem- 
bership will not support. When the 
church attempts to regiment my giv- 
ing, as I see it now my support will 
go somewhere else. 


—Robert M. Friend 
Petersburg, Va. 


We agree that there is something 
wrong about taking money earmarked 
for one cause and giving it to another. 
However, problems of administration 
often cause board and agency funds 
to be spent in strange ways. We cer- 
tainly see no justification for enlarg- 
ing the practice. As it now stands, 
the Board of World Missions supplies 
85% of the funds distributed, the 
Board of Annuities supplies the rest. 


“OUCH!” ? 


I have read with interest the list of 
refusals you received in response to 
short-term subscriptions sent the Com- 
missioners to the General Assembly. I 
think those who declined to accept the 
copies sent them were really saying 
“Ouch!” to truth that hurts. I think 
their disinclination to read the Journal 
is really a compliment to your effec- 
tive presentation of things that are 
giving many of us real concern. 


—H. N. Alexander 
Brandon, Miss. 


Brother Alexander must be right. 
The wife says that is the way we be- 
have when someone proves us wrong. 


—Ed. 





ONE SOUTHERNER SPEAKS 


Dr. Bell’s editorial in the April 13 
Journal was excellent and accords with 
my own position. We must do more 
for the Negro here. At the same time, 
I shall be satisfied to be completely in- 
tegrated with him in Heaven where 
there is no marrying or giving in mar- 
riage. 

—J. P. McCallie 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 





Just a line to thank you for your 
excellent editorial appearing in the 
April 18 Journal. Your position is so 
sound and so well expressed that I 
must take the time to say, “Thank 
you, Suh!” 

—Tom Glasgow 
Charlotte, N. C. 





Your treatment of this subject is so 
very true; the fairest and most com- 
pletely Christian thing I have seen on 
the subject. 


—Mrs. Stephen F. Hart 
Mineral, Va. 





By laying the blame for the Negro’s 
plight at the door of the Southerner, 
and in his appeal for love and sym- 
pathy, Dr. Bell does an injustice to 
the South, apparently unwilling to see 
that the whole race issue is the pro- 
duct of politics by those who wish to 
use the Negro for his vote ... I am, 
as millions of others, sick and tired 
of the “race, color or creed” hypocrisy 
and ask that I be relieved of one 
source by having you remove my name 
from your mailing list. 


—E. G. Spencer 
Mayesville, S. C. 
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